GARZA, LORRAINE
Ms. Garza is a 79-year-old woman with history of breast cancer that has metastasized to her lungs and bone. She is currently living with her sister who is caring for her. She also has dementia and no longer a candidate for chemo or radiation treatment. She is quite cachectic. She has severe rib pain even while sitting in a wheelchair. She has significant weight loss, protein-calorie malnutrition and anemia, requiring pain medication around the clock, ADL dependence and becoming bowel and bladder incontinent. Given the patient’s significant tumor burden, her increased liver function tests, her anemia, severe weakness, weight loss, lack of response to treatment, it is evident that the patient is very close to death, very hospice appropriate and most likely has less than six months to live. The patient’s care was discussed with the patient and family who are in agreement with hospice care. Furthermore, review of the chart indicates that she has neurofibromatosis related to anorexia, Alzheimer’s dementia with a KPS score of 60% currently, requiring opioids around the clock to control the patient’s pain as was mentioned. Hospice is needed at home to help with controlling her pain and her medication and educating family regarding her disease process.
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